


getting beyond nuclear
The nuclear industry is holding a national gathering in Fremantle, in open 
defiance of the State Government ban on uranium mining in Western 
Australia. The conference is billed as “the most important event to be held 
for the Uranium Industry.”

The Government of WA has banned uranium mining in this state for very 
good reasons. Unlike other minerals, uranium mining leaves behind millions 
of tonnes of radioactive and chemically hazardous wastes. 

In the 2006 Federal Budget, $7 million was set aside for further cleanup of 
1950s era contaminated minesites in the Northern Territory. With the mining 
companies having long since departed, it has fallen to the taxpayer to clean 
up the mess. 

Western Australia hosts a large proportion of Australia’s uranium, and the 
mining industry is clamouring to get it out of the ground while world prices 
are rising. Altogether, Australia hosts 40% of the world’s uranium.

The fact is, uranium mining is the first step into an obsolete and dangerous 
industry. Rather than scaling up uranium mining, we need to phase it out.

No other power source is so intimately tied to the production of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

No other power source puts entire regions at risk of contamination and 
evacuation in the event of an accident or terrorist attack.

No other power source generates highly radiotoxic waste that must be 
completely isolated from the environment for tens of thousands of years.

The party’s over
In May 2006, Spain joined Sweden, Germany, Italy and Belgium as the fifth 
European country to abandon nuclear power. British taxpayers are faced 
with a bill for £90 billion just to dismantle their first generation of nuclear 
plants, which has caused a rethink about whether to build more. 

As far as the mining industry is concerned, this is about money. 

We believe there’s a lot more at stake. We all need to get serious about the 
real alternatives to the fossil economy that is heating up the planet. Nuclear 
is not the solution to climate change, or anything else. 

Join us on the 25th and 26th to show your support for a future beyond 
nuclear - you’re welcome at any time over the two day period, but especially 
at 8am on Tuesday 25th before work. 
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