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 The Anti-Nuclear Alliance of Western Australia
• The Conservation Council  WA		
• Parliamentarians for a Nuclear Free Future (PNFF)
• The Community Anti-Nuclear Network (CANNWA)
• Medical Assn. for the Prevention of War (MAPW)
• People for Nuclear Disarmament (PND) 
•	 Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF)
• 	 Environment House 
• 	 The Fremantle Anti-Nuclear Group

The nuclear clouds are gathering. Never 

has there been such an aggressive push by 

this insidious industry to foist itself on a 

troubled world. While some of us who’ve 

been around awhile know that we’ve seen 

this propaganda before, it’s worse now than 

when we were campaigning like billy-oh 

against uranium mining in the seventies 

and eighties. It’s intense, the nuclear 

proponents are ubiquitous. What a pain 

to have to re-visit all the old arguments. 

But this time, there’s more to it, because 

we must answer the spurious claims about 

nuclear power being an answer to global 

warming. No way! 

We need to gather all our energies to thwart 

their best efforts with our superb and 

sensible efforts. By lobbying in the right 

places. By getting the ears of the media, if 

there are any left unchewed. By working 

with allies in the global warming sector of 

the environment movement. By rallying old 

guard anti-uranium crews from way back. 

By engaging younger activists to take this 

issue on board totally. 

In the dreadful wake of Katrina, arguments 

about global warming take on sharper 

focus. That’s just the start - the first 

western city to cop full force of our folly. So 

while we keep the big picture in mind, and 

very daunting it is, we must concentrate 

locally on doing our part. Which is to turn 

stone dead any idea of nuclear power or 

nuclear waste dumps being appropriate 

for Australia, and right here, right now, 

ensuring that no new uranium deposits are 

mined in this country. Essential. 

Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll find  more 

detail about this focal point of ANAWA’s 

current activities. Please devour the 

information enthusiastically, and digest 

it with firm intentions to do your part. 

There’s room for everyone in this concerted 

campaign. 

 With best wishes from Not Happy  

  (but fired up) Jo Vallentine.

Public Meeting: Fremantle Town Hall

9 October 2005, 2 -5pm

WE would like to 
invite you to hear a 
wide range of speakers 
covering all aspects 
of the hot issues of 
nuclear and renewable 
energy. 

ENTRY BY GOLD COIN 
DONATION. 

The nuclear industry sees climate change as its last chance of salvation. 
Come along and hear why pursuing a nuclear óýnal solutionô to climate 
change would be an utter disaster and only make climate change worse. 
A realistic way out of the dilemma will be presented by climate change 
campaigners and clean energy experts. 

Please download the þyer from the website and/or 
use the þyers enclosed to get the word out...all we 
have is people power!
    
			   http://www.anawa.org.au
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The Labor government has a policy of not 
allowing uranium mining during its term 
of government and has stated that it will 
introduce legislation to prohibit uranium 
mining.

The Premier, Geoff Gallop has remained 
exceedingly strong on this issue,  “Our 
policy is based on common sense. We are 
living in an age of terrorism, and we want 
to reduce the possibility of an horrific use 
of nuclear fuels,” he said.

Dr Gallop said exploration licences 
covered exploration for all minerals and  
individual minerals were not specified.

“All new mining leases granted since June 
22, 2002, have included an endorsement 
that removes the authorisation to mine 
uranium,” he said.

Also, he said that drafting of legislation 
to amend the Mining Act 1978 was well 
advanced and  legislation would be 
introduced before the end of 2005.

Some of his colleagues have not been as 
strong on the issue, stating that they want 
the debate re-opened. The Labor Party 
State conference is due in November and 
the party’s stance on uranium mining, is 
likely to be challenged.

At the time of coming to office in 2001, 
there were 5 mining leases and 185 
mineral claims that pre-dated the Gallop 
government’s uranium mining ban.   Of 
all of those listed, only Yeelirrie  ( now 
BHP Billiton) and Manyingee  (Paladin 
Resources) were being held for their 
uranium potential, 
which could cause 
compensation 
complications.

Meanwhile, on 
the other side 
of the fence, the 
Liberal Party 
former leader Colin Barnett, supported 
the introduction of uranium mining and 
he is still promoting this position.   With 
the Liberal Party State Conference also 
looming, the current leader Matt Birney 
has stated “at this stage, I’m not convinced 
that the public is in favour of mining 
(uranium)” and he is being backed up by 
his mum Shirley Birney who has said of 
the nuclear industry: “To continue down 
this path without a proven technology for 
disposal/elimination of radioactive waste 
is to commit intergenerational tyranny.  
Nuking the climate is not the change we 
need to make.” 

From the industry’s perspective, a dozen 
new uranium exploration companies have 
been launched in W.A. in recent months.  
Sweet-talked by the Uranium Information 
Centre and the World Nuclear Association, 
investors are queuing up to throw their 
dollars at an artificially created situation.  
The enclosed map for your reference looks 
menacing, but we must ensure that all of 
those dots on the landscape remain mere 
speculation.  And remember Pangea?  It’s 
now called Arius -  still lurking.

   -  Robin Chapple

The Uranium Mining Situation

Rekindling the Energy:  
Activists on the move (again!)

in Western Australia

“After two years in Tassie, 
getting involved in forest issues, 
it seemed that nukes had ‘gone 

away’. Returning to Perth just before 
this year’s state election I realised 
that wearing anti-nuke shirts was not 
going to be enough – that I’d have to 
get involved again.”

 - Glenys Davies, new anti-nuclear officer for 
the Medical Association for the Prevention 

of War

WA Legislative Assembly 15 Sep 2005

Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Premier:

I refer to the Premierôs strident comments in this 
Parliament on 30  August this year regarding his 
governmentôs apparent total ban on uranium mining. 
The Premier said -

"The Labor Party put forward a very clear position that 
it is opposed to uranium mining in Western Australia."

I further refer the Premier to the ýne print of his policy, 
which was announced by the former Minister for State 
Development, Hon Clive Brown, in 2002, when he said 
the following -

"I wish to announce that the Western Australian Gov-
ernment has prohibited the mining of uranium from any 
mining leases granted from Saturday, 22 June 2002."

I ask -

(1) Is it not true that the following ýve uranium mining 
leases were fully granted before 22 June 2002 and 
are able to be mined for uranium right now under the 
Premierôs government: lease 08/86, lease 08/87, lease 
08/88, lease 53/224 and lease 53/336?

(2) Did the Premier deliberately mislead this Parliament, 
or is he just unaware of his own uranium mining policy?

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied:

(1)-(2) I am well aware of my policy, but the Leader of 
the Opposition is not aware of his because he does not 
have one. The Leader of the Opposition conveniently 
forgot to talk about the approvals processes that 
would have to be followed with those leases about 
which he spoke, which processes of course would be 
underpinned by the policies of my government. What 
is more, we are looking at the question of legislation 
to ensure that there is no uranium mining in Western 
Australia. Let me add to all of that. We went to two 
elections on the basis of this policy, and we would 
expect all those who are involved in the private sector 
to respect that policy. We will back it up with our policy 
within government through the administrative proc-
esses that we have, and we will also back it up with 
legislation. We are absolutely clear on this. The effort 
of the Leader of the Opposition to imply that the gov-
ernment of Western Australia is not ýrm on this issue is 
pathetic. He is trying to cover up his own incapacity to 
develop a policy on one of the major issues facing our 
state and our nation today. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I have a supplementary question. 
Premier, I am a bit confused. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP: Thatôs right!

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I am. Will the Premier tell the house 
whether it is legal to mine uranium in Western Australia 
right now?

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied:

The government of Western Australia, through a mix-
ture of its policies and through legislation, will prevent 
the mining of uranium in Western Australia.

The fine print
Make of this Hansard extract what you 
will: the only thing that seems clear is 
that legislating against the industry is 
long overdue. 

On the record
WA Business News 4 August 2005

In answer to a question by Professor 
Ken Morgan to the Premier about where 
nuclear energy sat in his government’s 
vision:

“Well you’re looking at an unreconstructed 
opponent of nuclear energy,”  Dr. Gallop 
said.

“In fact I went away on the weekend and 
pulled out a number of books on this 
subject.  This would be a disaster for 
Australia. To make a decision as a nation 
to [put] a huge amount of resources into 
developing nuclear energy would be a 
mistake of monumental proportions.”

ABC Radio WA 
Thursday, September 15, 2005

The State Government is planning to 
introduce legislation by the end of the 
year banning uranium mining in Western 
Australia.

Rebecca Carmody reports, the government 
made a similar promise three years ago...
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On the 10th of June 2005, a group of 
peace activists gathered at the entrance 
to the Lancelin Defence Training Area to 
begin the nine-day, 200km 'Walk Against 
Wargames' Peace Pilgrimage. Motivated 
by our respect for the earth and for all its 
beings, we walked to raise awareness of 
the social and environmental impacts of 
‘peaceful’ military exercises.

The Walk was held to coincide with the 
Talisman Sabre Joint Training Operation 
(TS05), a huge co-operative exercise 
between 10,000 US and 20,000 Australian 
troops from the Air Force, Navy and 
Army.  TS05 was designed to produce 
“seamless interoperability” between US 
and Australian forces in theatres of war, 
and was held at Defence Training areas 
including Bradshaw & Delamere (NT), 
Shoalwater Bay (QLD) and the Coral Sea.

The Lancelin Defence Training Area 
(LDTA) was used regularly by the US 
Navy under the Seaswap Trial (2000-2003) 
for both ship-to-shore and air-to-ground 
bombardment.  Fremantle hosted nuclear-
powered, nuclear-capable warships and 
submarines. Whilst there is no proof 
that Depleted Uranium has been used 
at Lancelin, the US military maintains a 
policy of “neither confirm nor deny”, and 
it would be naïve to think that they would 
NOT train their troops to use the weapons 
they use in the battlefield.

The Seaswap program came about after 
the US Navy left their previous training 
area, the island of Vieques in Puerto 
Rico. The people of Vieques waged a 40-
year nonviolent campaign to have their 
traditional fisheries & agricultural land 
returned to them, and finally succeeded in 
2000. It has been found that some locals 
have unacceptable levels of mercury & 
cadmium in their bodies, and that some 
drinking water has been contaminated 
with toxic petrochemicals and heavy 
metals.

Back to the Walk.  We created a large 
peace sign just inside the entrance to 
the Training Area and planted it with 

everlastings, a sign of renewal and peace. 
We held a silent meditation, and then 
began our first 14km through the sand 
dunes.

Strong weather during the nights made 
us expect the worst, but during the 
next few days the weather was perfect 
for long-distance walking. We were 
greeted with waves and beeps by many 
passing motorists, including many of the 
Australian troops heading up to train at 
Lancelin. We were regularly visited by 
Lancelin residents Anne & Phil Snow, avid 
Seaswap opposers and Walk supporters. 
With some walkers leaving and new 
walkers arriving we kept fairly steady 
numbers. 

When we arrived at Parliament House, 
accompanied by Brendan on trombone, we 
were greeted by a small dedicated group of 
anti-nukers, bearing song lyrics and a flash 
new banner (thanks to Judy Blyth). Greens 
MLCs Giz Watson and Paul Llewellyn 
came to greet us, and local folk legend 
Saritah blessed us with some beautiful 
peace-loving tunes.  We played a recorded 
message from peace activists in Vieques, 
who held a peace vigil on the same day in 
solidarity with our Pilgrimage. 

Finally arriving in Fremantle, local 
Nyungar elder Aunty Marie Thorn gave 
us a beautiful welcome to country by the 
Lighthouse, which was followed by a 
silent prayer circle and an Elm Dance to 
conclude the Pilgrimage. 

This was just one small action in the 
global web of peaceful opposition to war. 
The traditions of spiritual pilgrimage 
and nonviolent activism translate across 
cultural and linguistic boundaries. 

To all those who supported the Pilgrimage 
in any way: sincere thanks. 

If you would like to know more or see 
photos from the Walk please contact kt: 
walk@riseup.net 

 -kt

On the eve of the 60th anniversary of 
the destruction of Hiroshima, People 
for Nuclear Disarmament held a vigil in 
Forrest Place, Perth. Around 200 people 
gathered to remember the devastation and 
consequent radiation sickness and death 
caused by the United States’ unleashing 
of those first atomic bombs on the people 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the name of 
ending war. 

Several Japanese people present were 
heartened by the vigil. One Japanese 
woman spoke after about how moved 
she was by  Veronica Brady’s eloquent 
recognition of this suffering and the 
increasing need to challenge assumptions 
about the violent measures to "protect" 
against terrorism. 

Standing silently in the shape of the peace 
symbol, holding candles, we listened 
to the sound of Tibetan singing bowls, 
contemplating peace and honouring the 
victims. It was a sad privilege which drew 
us, strangers and friends, closer together. 

The vigil closed with three concentric 
rings of people circling Forrest Place in 
the healing symbolism of the Elm dance 
accompanied by beautiful flute and guitar 
from kt and Brenda Conochie.  Our thanks 
to Rob Mann for media and compering 
the vigil, Rob Oates for the singing bowls 
and sound system, Judy Blyth for her 
organisational skills and magnificent 
banner along with many others who 
helped.

We remember the cost of nuclear warfare 
in suffering at Hiroshima.  It must never 
happen again.

  -  Brenda Roy

Walking the Land for 

HIROSHIMA 
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Peace
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A Reluctant Fond Farewell 
and Tribute to Judy Blyth
Friends from Medical Association for the 
Prevention of War (MAPW), ANAWA, 
People for Nuclear Disarmament, the 
Raging Grannies and others gathered at 
The Warehouse in Onslow Road, Shenton 
Park on Saturday 27th August to pay 
tribute to Judy and wish her well on her 
retirement from MAPW co-ordination. 

Helen Caldicott’s visit
Helen’s recent lecture at UWA was not only a blast from the past,  
but also way into the future.  Helen had her audience enthralled 
and horrified by the medical consequences of the nuclear 
industry.  She graphically depicted the cancers which radiation 
causes.  After thirty five years of dedicated work as an anti-nuclear 
advocate, Helen’s communication skills are well honed!  

She was delivering the 20th Grace Vaughan Commemorative 
Lecture at UWA, sponsored by the Institute of Advanced Studies, 
Australian Association of Social Workers,  the University of WA 
and the Department of Community Development's Office of Women’s Policy. 

Helen’s forthcoming book is on global warming and nuclear power.  Couldn’t be more 
topical. If you missed “Helen’s War,” a film made by Anna Brownowski, Helen’s niece, you 
might like to phone SBS and ask them to screen it again soon, according to their contract.

 - Jo Vallentine

KEEP SPACE FOR 
PEACE WEEK 
OCTOBER 1-8, 2005

From The Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space:

“We are anticipating that Bush’s new 
national space policy will come out very 
soon. We expect it will support a vision 
calling on the Pentagon to weaponise 
space.

We hope you will be ready to help us 
advocate for a different vision. It will be 
imperative for us to have a strong unified 
global reaction to Bush’s plan.

 ……We encourage you to raise awareness 
about our threatened and fragile space 
environment. Let your communities know 
what is at stake if the US Government 
moves to weaponise space, and how it will 
affect each of us.”

Please visit the web site;    

	 www.space4peace.org

It will both alert and alarm you that our 
Federal Government is committing our 
money to further this madness.

When someone told me the solution to 
disposing of nuclear waste was to shoot 
it out into the heavens  (after all the sun 
is radioactive)  I dismissed it as crazy 
thinking. Alarmingly I have since learnt 
this is not an isolated train of thought.

Letters to politicians and papers will help 
to  KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE

 -  Glenys Davies

Peter Underwood, the current Coordinator 
of MAPW (WA) thanked Judy for her huge 
contribution in inspiring, cajoling and 
supporting members to be involved in 
MAPW. 

A mark of the enormity of Judy’s 
commitment  is that three women will now  
be following up on just some of  the work 
that Judy undertook in pursuit of a more 
peaceful and sustainable planet.

In acknowledging Judy’s long and active 
involvement with PND, Jo Vallentine noted 
that Judy has not actually retired from 
PND and as with many others, hopes that 
we will still see Judy on many occasions in 
between her retirement activities.

Rob Gulley ensured that Judy’s artistic 
talents were displayed by hanging  two of 
the many banners created for peace events 
over the past twenty years providing 
colourful and positive images.

Brenda Conochie arrived with the five 
Raging Granny aprons! Judy and some 
of the other grannies- Brenda Roy, Libby 
Verschuer, and Pat Keady happily put 
on their aprons with the symbol which 
has become synonymous with Judy – the 
bright, happy, healthy sunflower.

In thanking everyone for their many 
expressions of thanks and best wishes 
(which included a poem sent by a 
colleague from the other side of the globe) 
Judy reflected on the many positive 
outcomes ‘we’ have achieved: the closing of 
Jabiluka uranium mine, the disappearance 
of Pangea, and the success of the World 
Court Project to name but a few.

It was an occasion of celebration – tinged 
with sadness  - Judy will continue to be an 
inspiration to us all.

 -  Glenys Davies

Australian Atomic Confessions:   
Twice in  lifetime - Lambs on the altar of 
British Science.

Eyewitness accounts from nomadic 
abroriginal suriviors and military 
servicemen reveal the true story of what 
happened during the 12 British atomic 
tests in Auastralia - government betrayal, 
conflict of cultures and devastating 
ongoing consequences to land and people.

50 min. documentary.

atomicconfessions@yahoo.com.au

DVD-WATCH #2
Nuclear Deception - exerpts from the 
Symposium “Nuclear Power and Children’s 
Health, Chicago, 2004, presented by 
the Nuclear Policy Research Institute 
-  problems and possible solutions.

Avaliable from PND  
Call Jo Vallentine  08 9272 4252.

“Enjoying life in the slow 
lane of Denmark on the 
SSW coast where the sea is 

not deep enough for ‘their’ blasted 
ships, although that didn’t stop 
‘them’ from getting permission to 
berth nuclear powered warships 
in King George Sound Albany for 
‘medical emergencies’, foregoing the 
standard 42 day advance warning to 
Federal Government and radiation 
monitoring.

When everybody is aware that 
uranium endangers not only every 
person physically connected with 
it throughout the nuclear cycle, but 
future generations and our planet, 
perhaps then uranium will be ‘left 
in the ground’ as  Aboriginal people 
advise.  

 - For Peace, Janet Marsh.

Rekindling the Energy:  
Activists on the move (again!)

DVD-WATCH #1
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Renowned Australian film-maker’s David 
Bradbury’s latest offering ‘BLOWING IN 
THE WIND’ is soon to be released in WA. 
Watch FTI for screening details. 

A booklet on the topic published by 
Queensland activist Pauline Rigby will be 
available soon.  ANAWA has supported 
both of these undertakings.

The use of DU weaponry by the US, 
defying all international treaties as well as 
illegal under US military law,  will slowly 
annihilate all species on earth including 
the human species, and yet that country 
continues to do so with full knowledge of 
its destructive potential.

Since 1991, the US has staged four wars 
using DU which has contaminated vast 
regions with low level radiation and will 
contaminate other parts of the world over 
time. Described as ‘The Trojan Horse 
of Nuclear war’, DU is the weapon that 
keeps killing.  The half life of Uranium-
238 is 4.5 billion years, the age of the 
earth.  Uranium-238 decays into ‘daughter’ 
radioactive products in four steps before 
turning into lead, continuing to release 
more radiation at each step.  There is no 
way to turn it off or clean it up - it meets 
the US government’s own description of a 
Weapon of Mass Destruction.

After forming microscopic and 
submicroscopic insoluble uranium oxide 
particles on the battlefield, they remain 
suspended in air and travel around 
the earth as a radioactive component 
of atmospheric dust, contaminating 
the environment.   Global radioactive 
contamination from atmospheric testing 
was the equivalent of 40,000 Hiroshima 
bombs,  and still contaminates the 
atmosphere and lower orbital space today.  
The amount of low level radioactive 
pollution from DU released since 1991 is 
many times more than was released from 
atmospheric testing fallout.

Dr Rosalie Bertell, one of 46 international 
radiation expert authors of the 2003 
European Committee on Radiation Risk, 

Excerpts from Kate Dewes’ statement in 
Aotearoa,  August 2005, soon after his 
death:

Remembering when David opened a 
Gandhi photographic exhibition in 
Christchurch in 2002, he described how 
we have the capacity to love and be loved. 
He reminded us of the spirituality which 
had sustained him to withstand death 
threats, ridicule from the media, and 
ostracism from colleges and officials for 
his peacemaking leadership.

As Prime Minister from 1984-1989, he 
travelled extensively throughout the world 
exposing the myths of nuclear deterrence. 
His government helped negotiate a South 
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone, refused entry to 
warships carrying nuclear weapons, and 
demanded compensation from the French 
for the Rainbow Warrior atrocity. He 
addressed the UN General Assembly three 
times and was the first Prime Minister ever 
to address the conference on Disarmament. 
The celebrated 1985 Oxford Union debate, 
where he argued that ‘nuclear weapons are 
morally indefensible’, was seminal in the 
creation of a more independent foreign and 
defence policy. As he warned at the time, 
the speech “would change everything. We 
would cut ourselves adrift economically, 
militarily, culturally – the umbilical cord 
to our past would be severed.” With great 
pride he articulated what many New 
Zealanders felt: “ This is who we are, 
this is what we believe, and damn the 
consequences!”

With all the push in the WA 
press for Australia to take 
advantage of rising uranium 

prices and talk of nuclear energy as 
a  solution for the planet’s climate 
change problems, I have been feeling 
my blood boiling on nuclear issues 
once again. It was time to do my bit 
to support the anti-nuclear campaign 
- I could not sit and let it all happen 
without doing something.

I have volunteered to spend half a day 
per week assisting ANAWA activist 
Anne-Marie with the clerical tasks of 
maintaining the office.  Today with 
my friend Gail we began to catalogue 
the many banners stored in boxes, 
using a digital camera and attracting 
the attention  of local people as  
they walked past. And chatting and 
enjoying the day, anti-nuke work 
can be fun too. By small steps great 
changes may happen.

	  -  Jo Bower

Rekindling the Energy:  
Activists on the move (again!)

David Lange became New Zealand’s 
youngest prime minister this century in 
July 1984. On becoming prime minister, 
he also became minister of foreign 
affairs. As minister of foreign affairs he 
had responsibility for the evolution of 
New Zealand’s nuclear free policy and 
was responsible for the introduction of 
legislation confirming it in 1987.

RIP: 1942 - 2005

David Lange

describes the radiation risk thus:  “the 
concept of species annihilation means 
a relatively swift, deliberately induced 
end to history, culture, science, biological 
reproduction and memory.  It is the 
ultimate human rejection of the gift of 
life, an act which requires a new word to 
describe it: omnicide.”

Hiroshima Mayor Tadatoshi said at the 
2003 NPT;

“It is incumbent upon the rest of the 
world...to stand up now and tell all our 
leaders that we refuse to be threatened or 
protected by nuclear weapons.  We refuse 
to live in a world of continually recycled 
fear and hatred.”

http://traprockpeace.org/moret_25nov03.
pdf   

 -  Janet Marsh

Depleted Uranium – an update
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Rachel Siewert
Australian Greens Senator for WA  -  
Makes her Anti-Nuclear Mark!

Speaking 
out against 
the Federal 
Government’s 
plan to locate  
a national 
radioactive waste 
dump in the 

Northern Territory, Rachel challenged John 
Howard to go to Darwin, look people in 
the eye, and explain why this decision was 
made. The Federal Government intends 
to accept reprocessed waste from France, 
entering Australia via Darwin Harbour, 
then transport it to the planned dump site.  
People of South Australia clearly rejected 
this offer, now it’s the turn of Northern 
Territory residents to do likewise.  But 
as Rachel points out, it mustn’t be left 
to them – this is a national issue, and 
all Australians should work together to 
ensure that it doesn’t happen.   Greens are 
committed to stopping further generation 
of nuclear waste, and to storing what 
already exists near its point of production 
to avoid one of the riskiest stages in the 
nuclear fuel chain.  It requires long-term 
monitoring in above ground storage.   
Fortunately, we can support the stand of 
the N.T. Government on this issue.

Rachel has the Northern Territory portfolio 
(among many others) for the Australian 
Greens, which is why she’s speaking out 
on this issue, and the push by the Federal 
Government to open more uranium mines 
in N.T. as well.

Rachel's office has just produced a set 
of postcards to let the NT Government 
know of our support for standing against 
the dump, and a card encouraging CLP 
Senator Nigel Scullion to cross the floor 
when it comes to a vote in the Senate. Give 
the office a call if you'd like to distribute 
some of the cards.  
	 (08) 9228 3277 
	 www.rachelsiewert.org.au  
	 senator.siewert@aph.org.au

Anti-Nuke activists in the 
Belly of the Beast
Scott Ludlam and Nicola Paris, two of 
our very amazing anti nuke campaigners, 
are now working in new Greens Senator 
Rachel Siewert’s office. They are more 
than likely to be helpful!

United Nations M+5 
Summit
PND has joined 334 NGO’s and 
Parliamentarians, 44 Nobel prizewinners,  
the European Parliament and the 
Australian Senate in lobbying worlds’ 
leaders prior to their September gathering 
in New York.  We have called for leaders of 
the world’s nations to:

Reaffirm commitments to the total 
and unequivocal elimination of 
nuclear weapons, entered into at 
successive NPT review conferences;

Take practical and concrete steps to 
achieve that aim, including lowering 
the operating status of nuclear 
weapons systems;

Press for the universal ratification end 
entry into force of the CTBT;

Press for universal adherence to the 
NPT and for the reinforcement of the 
safeguards regime of that treaty;

We are grateful to John Hallam from 
Friends of the Earth, Sydney, for his 
lobbying efforts on our behalf.

•

•

•

•

Loose nuclear material may 
be used in ‘dirty bomb’: 
ANSTO
ABC Last Update: Monday, August 29, 2005.

Australian nuclear experts says they have 
found a number of unsecured sources of 
radioactive material in South-East Asia 
which could be used to make a so-called 
‘dirty bomb’.

But the chief of operations at the 
Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation (ANSTO), Dr 
Ron Cameron, says it would be difficult 
for terrorists to identify and get hold of the 
material. He says ANSTO has around 10 
nuclear experts working in the region and 
across the Pacific Islands to identify and 
secure loose nuclear material.

Dr Cameron will not identify exactly 
where material has been found, but says 
American scientists and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency are joining in 
the search. “One of the reasons we’re 
putting so much effort into this project 
and working with the region is to raise 
awareness and bring all of these sources 
under control because there 
is the potential for the larger 
sources to be used in a dirty 
bomb,” Dr Cameron said.

WMD  THREAT COULD 
SPARK AMERICAN 
NUCLEAR STRIKE
- Giles Whittell, from THE TIMES, U.K.   (14/9/05)

A President of the United States would be 
able to launch pre-emptive nuclear strikes 
against enemies planning to use weapons 
of mass destruction under a revised 
“nuclear operations” doctrine to be signed 
in the next few weeks.  In a significant 
shift after half a century of nuclear 
deterrence based on the treat of massive 
retaliation, the revised doctrine would 
allow pre-emptive strikes against states or 
terror groups, and to destroy chemical and 
biological weapons stockpiles.

Presidential approval would still be 
required for any nuclear strike, but the 
updated document, the existence of 
which was confirmed by the Pentagon 
at the weekend, emphasises the need for 
the US to adapt to a world of worsening 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction in which deterrence might 
fail.  In that event, it states, “the United 
States must be prepared to use nuclear 
weapons if necessary.” …The 1995 version 
of the doctrine contained no mention of 
pre-emption or WMD as legitimate nuclear 
targets.

Well now, here we go again.  
It was Jo Vallentine way back 
in the 80s which ignited my 

political consciousness, but I didn’t 
know Jo in those days.  Now I do and 
I continue to be inspired, but wish we 
didn’t have to climb back on the anti-
nuclear bandwagon.

I have decided to take a positive 
stance when discussing the issue 
with people and try and promote 
renewable alternatives.  Tristy 
Fairfield and Matthew Rosser are my 
new inspiration and I hope to learn 
more and feed off their energy and 
commitment to promoting a safer, 
cleaner environment for us all.

I asked Judy Blyth to paint me a 
banner which reads “Unlike our finite 
uranium supplies, the voice of the 
people will never run dry”.  We really 
need to find our voices and make 
them heard!

  -  Ciao, Bernie Sermon.

Rekindling the Energy:  
Activists on the move (again!)

did you know...?
improve your general knowledge...impress people at parties...nuclear and anti-nuclear snips and trivia, some of which you'd probably rather not know...
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BIOWAR 
(Background Briefing: Radio National 

04/09/2005)

America has beefed up 
biological weapon research by $6 billion, 
and 11,000 people now have hands-
on access to virulent biological agents. 
Scientists and analysts question the sanity 
of such a strategy. Remember anthrax was 
dispersed by an American.

http://www.abc.net.au/rn/talks/bbing/
stories/s1450124.htm 

NOBEL PRIZE WINNER 
JOSEPH ROTBLAT DIES 

(ABC/PM: 02/09/2005)

One of the major figures 
of twentieth century 
science has died at the 
age of 96. The physicist 
Joseph Rotblat was the 

only scientist to leave the project that 
developed the atom bomb, the Manhattan 
Project, for reasons of personal conscience. 
He moved instead into working on the 
medical applications of nuclear physics. 
But Professor Sir Joseph Rotblat, as he 
became, ended up winning the Nobel 
Prize, not for Science, but for Peace. Along 
with Einstein and Bertrand Russell, among 
others, he founded a group of scientists, 
called Pugwash, aimed at finding ways to 
avoid nuclear war.

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2005/
s1452251.htm

1,000 WOMEN NOMINATED 
FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
An unprecedented nomination has been 
short-listed for the prestigious Nobel 
Peace Prize.  An international committee 
of women has put together this list of 
1,000 names, representing the millions of 
unsung heroines who work for peace every 
day, everywhere, in a bid to balance the 
list of winners which has been awarded 
to only twelve women since its inception 
in 1905. Australian nominations (on a 
global per capita basis) are:  Faith Bandler 
(NSW Aboriginal human rights activist), 
Stella Cornelius (NSW Conflict Resolution 
Network), Zohl de Ishtar (Qld. writer and 
peace activist), Alexandra Gater (Qld. 
Aboriginal Anglican pastor),  Kungas 
–  Kupa Piti Kungka Tjute SA (Aboriginal 
land rights and anti-nuclear activists), 
Jo Vallentine (WA peace activist).    
www.1000peacewomen.org

Sellafield Struggles with 
Radioactive Gulls
Jason Nisse  The Independent online edition

It has been revealed that deep in the 
bowels of the Cumbrian nuclear plant 
there is a freezer packed with an 
expanding mountain of radioactive gulls. 

They are the result of a controversial 
culling policy operated at Britain’s most 
notorious nuclear site for more than a 
decade. And no one has a clue what to do 
with them. 

BNFL employed sharpshooters to kill any 
birds rash enough to land on the premises. 
...designated as low level nuclear waste 
they have to be put in a freezer because of 

contamination worries.

Christine Milne
Senator for Tasmania 
Christine Milne is now 

the Australian Greens spokesperson on 
nuclear issues.  She is currently working 
hard on global warming vis-à-vis nuclear 
power, as you would expect! 

www.christinemilne.org.au   
senator.milne@aph.gov.au

Giz Watson MLC... 
...is still speaking out strongly 
on nuclear issues in WA at every 
opportunity – in Parliament, to 
students, and in the media. Giz has long 
been a driving force behind the push to 
legislate against uranium mining in WA. 
See more at:
www.mp.wa.gov.au/giz-watson

New 
Internationalist

The latest edition of New Internationalist 
has a global warming/nuclear power focus.  
Great material for arguing the case.  Copies 
available for $3 from Environment House, 
618  Eighth Avenue Maylands, right 
opposite the Post Office, south side of the 
railway line.  While you're there, check 
out the ever-increasing range of wonderful 
enviro-friendly household and personal 
products, and healthy chemical free plants 
of the coastal plain.  Yeah Rob & Brenda!

http://www.newint.org/

INCREASED  
PARLIAMENTARY  ACTIONS 
POSSIBLE  TOWARDS 
DISARMAMENT
Despite general knowledge about 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), 
but the less well known widespread use 
of depleted uranium (DU) as among the 
greatest threats to our planet, very few 
Australian politicians are members of the 
international Parliamentary Network for 
Nuclear Disarmament. Only seventeen  
Australian  politicians  from Democrats, 
Greens and Labor parties are members of 
this global movement.  By contrast, New 
Zealand has 27 members of PNND.  

“The parliamentarians of the world are 
the bridges between government and civil 
society......they build public accountability.  
These functions are absolutely vital to 
the future of nuclear disarmament” said 
UN Under-Secretary Jayantha Dhanapala 
in the British House of commons, July 
3rd 2000.   We can all encourage more 
Australian MP’s to join this movement 
– after all, even the Australian Government 
states its opposition to nuclear weapons.  
We wish they’d be clearer about the 
dangers of selling uranium to China!  

PNND website is http://www.ginstitute.
org/pnnd/join.html

FANGers 
AWAKE!
The Fremantle 
Anti-Nuclear Group 
(FANG) has awoken again and is meeting 
Wednesday nights at 7pm upstairs at the 
Sail & Anchor, South Terrace Fremantle. 

FANG is concentrating on supporting 
the October 9 forum at the Freo Town 
Hall, where we are looking forward to 
demolishing the nuclear industry's claims 
to be climate friendly and savouring the 
clean energy future that's just around the 
corner. This will whet our apetites for the 
pro-nuclear conference on the 11th and 
12th - also in Freo. In case you can't afford 
the thousand dollar entry fee you can 
always help us cook up assorted ratbaggery 
for the enjoyment of the delegates. 

We're also cooking up some ideas for the 
Fremantle Festival, an event at which we've 
traditionally had some sort of oddball 
presence - we're always looking for new 
energy so give us a call on 0417 123 774 or 
0422 990 040.

did you know...?
improve your general knowledge...impress people at parties...nuclear and anti-nuclear snips and trivia, some of which you'd probably rather not know...
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“Beware of experts.  The day humans blow up the world with 
The Bomb the last survivor will be an expert saying it can 
never happen.”

 Sir Peter Ustinov (deceased)

I could have a quiet, peaceful life. It actually was, 
until Brenda and Rob our most amazing anti nuke 
campaigners left the state with nobody to hand over to. 

So I got involved, just at the end of a ‘positive’ cycle - after all, 
we had just gotten rid of PANGEA.

Now here we are, trying to counterbalance the industry’s 
propaganda. I get quite depressed over how many people 
swallow the line that we need nuclear energy to combat 
Greenhouse gases. How can they so easily discard the 
poisonous waste we leave behind as a ‘gift’ for future 
generations? My two favourite posters are: ‘If the Romans had 
Nuclear Power, we would still be Guarding their Waste’ and a 
Greenpeace one; ‘If you want a nuclear Future DO NOTHING’

Luckily, I am part of a wonderful crew - all hell bent on 
keeping WA sane. Thank’s ANAWAns for all your support.

          cheers, Annemarie, Community Anti -Nuclear Network of WA

Rekindling the Energy: Activists on the move (again!)

Thanks to all who helped put this 
edition of Newclear News together. 
Articles are credited in the text; thanks 
to the following for photos:

Rob Gulley, Rob Mann, Anne Marie 
Hindinger, Glenys Davies, Shelley 
Stansfield, Chris Twomey.

Well that's enough from us...

Tell us about you!

Get in touch if your contact details have changed, tell 
us about your great campaign idea, volunteer some time 
or some cash, or find out when meetings or events are 
happening. 

ANAWA is run by (extra)ordinary volunteers - there's 
no funding other than what we collect in donations. 

Please consider what you can do to work toward a 
nuclear-free future. 


